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Music City becoming more known for style, fashion
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NASHVILLE, Tenn. – Though Nashville is mainly known for country music, more and more people are looking to Music City for style and shopping. 
Forbes.com recently ranked the best cities to shop around the country, with Nashville ranking 19th. 
Trish Townsend works as a celebrity stylist to many country artists including Vince Gill, Blake Shelton and Carrie Underwood.
"I have been with Carrie Underwood since American Idol.  We've had a lot of fun styling her, and I think a lot of people started noticing Nashville does have style through her," Townsend said.
Though the celebrity stylist lives in Nashville, she often travels to places such as Dallas, L.A., New York or Atlanta in search of stores such as Saks and Bloomingdales that carry high end merchandise that is often not found in Music City.
"We don't have the big department stores, the big designers' right here at our fingertips," Townsend said, adding, "You know, it's bothered me for years. I think maybe the city wasn't ready fashion-wise a few years ago…"
Though Music City lacks the high end department stores offered in other cities, Townsend said Nashville offers a wide variety of boutiques, such as Flavour.
The Nashville boutique opened just seven years ago and has quickly become a popular place for country artists to shop.
"I love Flavour. That's a great boutique and they're doing very well," Townsend said.
The local boutique carries some of the same designer brands that are often found in large department stores.
"We've got a huge selection of Mark Nason boots. This is the only place in town where you can get those," A Flavour's employee told Nashville's News 2.
Another boutique favorite for shoppers is H. Audrey which is located at the Hill Center.
The popular boutique is owned by singer-songwriter Holly Williams who said she opened the store to fill what she referred to as a void in Nashville clothing.
"I love our boutique shopping," Williams said.
Though many shoppers enjoy the unique boutiques in Nashville, many are anxiously awaiting for Nordstrom to open its doors in Nashville later this year and are hopeful other high end retailers will follow.
"I'm interested to see how Nordstrom does.  They're obviously making a big commitment to build ground floor up and I think a lot of other stores are going to start watching them to see what happens," Townsend said.
Though shoppers may have to wait on other high end retailers to come to Nashville.
A spokesperson for Neiman Marcus told Nashville's News 2, "Nashville is a market that we continue to evaluate from a demographic and psychographic standpoint. While it currently does not meet our benchmarks, it clearly is one of those emerging markets that we continue to monitor."
In addition to Nordstrom opening in Green Hills in September, many other stores are scheduled to open at the mall and at the Hill Center this year.
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